
BOARD OF SELECTMEN HYBRID MEETING 

Thursday September 9, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall, 1529 State Rd., Richmond, MA 01254 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Danielle 

Fillio, Town Administrator; Peter Beckwith, Highway Super.; Andrew Fisher, Chair, Richmond 

Board of Health; Ron Veillette, Con. Com.; Susan Dorrell; Alex Rosenblum; John Morse; Alison 

Cole; Dick Stover; Holly Stover; Tom Grizey; John Berry, Architect for the Durrell’s; Harley Keisch 

Approval of the Minutes of the August 25, 2021 Meeting: There being no questions or 

comments on the minutes, a motion to adopt the August 25, 2021 minutes as amended was 

made by Roger, seconded by Alan and passed by unanimous vote. 

Updates from the Town Administrator: Danielle reported that Town Hall is now working with a  

new Internet company and is in the process of switching phone companies so that both will be 

handled by the same company. In addition, Internet service has been obtained through 

Spectrum for the Highway Department and the Fire Department so that their phone systems 

will now work efficiently. 

One-Day Event Permit – Vendor Sale: Jen Morse approached the Board with a request for a 

one-day event permit to be held on Sunday, August 12, 2021 from 12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM on 

Perry’s Peak Road. There will be ten vendors in a barn that has three large barn doors that will 

be kept open during the event. Adequate parking is available on site and from experience with 

similar events held in the past, it is expected that there will be no more than a total of 75 

people, coming and going throughout the four-hour event. Ms. Morse apologized for having 

held this event in past years without receiving a special permit as she was unaware that one 

was required. A second one-day event is tentatively scheduled in October but may be cancelled 

depending on the COVID-19 situation. There have never been any complaints arising from this 

event in the past and Ms. Morse noted that she has advised her abutters. 

Roger moved to approve the one-day event permit. Neal raised the issue of masking 

requirements for any such functions. Andy Fisher advised that the Board of Health has 

recommended that all persons attending such functions be masked in the absence of the 

possibility for social distancing. A discussion ensued concerning the desirability of mandating 

masking at Town events versus posting strong recommendations for masking. Roger voiced his 

concern with mandating health care options although he was strongly in favor of having people 

choose to comply with masking recommendations.   

A consensus having been reached, Roger amended his motion to approve the one-day event 

permit to include requirements for signage clearly requesting masking in the indoor space. Al 

seconded the motion as amended, which was adopted by unanimous vote. 



Cultural Council Appointments: As there were no candidates listed, the Board chose to pass 

over this item. 

Driveway Permit – 64 Turkey Trot:  John Berry, Architect, described the work to be done in 

order to extend the previously approved curb cut at 64 Turkey Trot. That will include three 

culverts for drainage under the driveway and a silt fence to prevent erosion materials from 

impacting the vegetation wetlands. All work anticipated will be done outside of those wetlands. 

Roger asked about the grade of the driveway as it met the road as he was concerned about the 

possibility of emergency vehicles being unable to stop at the end of the driveway in bad 

weather if the grade was too steep. Roger was assured that Peter Beckwith had reviewed the 

application and was satisfied that proper conditions had been met. He included a request for a 

traffic pad during construction and putting a driveway apron in place at the end of construction. 

Neal moved to approve the application with the additional conditions from the Highway 

Department. Roger seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote. 

Dublin Road Pole Re-Location Hearing:  Austen of Eversource joined the meeting via telephone 

to explain what the work entailed: One pole will be removed and relocated 20 feet away from 

the bridge temporarily during the ongoing work on the culvert and then replaced to its original 

location at the end of the project. There will also be a new pole placed on Dublin Road in a 

different location, not impacting the work or traffic. 

Roger moved to approve the Dublin road Pole Re-Location. He was second by Alan and the 

motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Appointment of New Highway Dept. Employee: Peter advised the Board that he had 

interviewed Brett Smith, a local resident with all necessary licenses and found him to be a good 

fit for a full-time position with the Richmond Highway Dept. Based on that recommendation, 

Roger moved to approve the appointment. Alan seconded the motion, which was adopted by 

unanimous consent. 

Declaration of State of Emergency – July Storms: (please see attached). Roger inquired who 

decides when the State of Emergency is at an end. The Town Administrator will advise the 

Board of Selectmen, who will then rescind the State of Emergency edict. 

Roger moved to approve the appended State of Emergency Declaration. He was seconded by 

Neal and the motion was adopted by unanimous vote. 

Discussion of July Storm Damage and Needed Repairs: Peter reported in detail on the status of 

the work being done throughout the Town to repair the damages caused by the July Storms. He 

also listed the RDA’s and NOI’s submitted to the Conservation Commission to allow work to be 

done in areas under their authority. 

There is a planned drainage project on Church Lane in existing drains. Peter met with FEMA 

about drainage on East Road but getting better drainage will be very hard given its 



conformation. The crew has been working on the drainage ditches along Dublin Rd. from 

Summit south and digging out all silted-in swales, replacing trap rock to armor it.  

Neal thanked Peter for his report and noted for the record how important the work he and his 

crew have been doing is to the Town and how efficiently and effectively it has been done. He 

also thanked Danielle for the help and support she has been providing to make this work 

happen.  

Holly Stover noted that the crossroad culvert on Swamp Road was too small to handle the 

amount of water coming down from a property cleared for housing years ago. She asked if the 

repair being done is temporary and whether there are plans in place to replace the crossroad 

culvert at the top of the hill with one of adequate size? Pete responded that the engineers are 

working on a data study to determine what size culvert is needed and explained the plans in 

place to avoid future problems. 

Balderdash farmer Distillery Pouring Permit Application Continuation: Neal moved to re-open 

the Public Hearing. He was seconded by Alan and the motion was carried by unanimous roll-call 

vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye. 

Neal then explained that the Town’s attorney was not available to attend this evening’s session 

and recommended that the hearing be continued to Wednesday, September 29th. A motion to 

continue the hearing on the Pouring Permit Application was made, seconded, and adopted by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.    

Balderdash Alteration of Premise Application Continuation: Neal moved to open the Public 

Hearing on the Balderdash Alteration of Premise Application. The same conditions as for the 

previous continuation applied here. Therefore, Neal moved to continue the hearing to 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021. Alan seconded the motion, which was carried by unanimous  

roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

Open Meeting Law Complaint Response: The complaint stated that the Board of Selectmen 

deliberated and voted on a question of creating a vaccination policy for Town employees at 

their last meeting that was not posted on the agenda. The Board was aware of its error and the 

next morning, on September 10th, advised the Town Administrator not to implement the policy 

and to put that topic on the agenda for the next meeting, which was this evening. The Town 

Administrator was authorized to draft a response to the complaint in the form of a letter, which 

has been filed as a public record. 

 Discussion of Mask Mandate and Employee Vaccination Policy: Neal noted that, consistent 

with local towns and with the recommendation of the Tri Town Health Group, he would like to 

hear a discussion on creating an appropriate masking mandate and vaccination policy for Town 

Employees. Andy Fisher, of the Richmond Board of Health advised that the BOH had discussed 

that issue at their meeting the previous evening. There was a discussion of the ability to enforce 

a masking mandate. Neal said that the BOS will defer to the BOH;s decision. That discussion will 



be held at a Special Board of Health Meeting and the outcome of that meeting will be relayed 

to the BOS.  

Vaccination requirements for Richmond Town Employees – Andy asked that a directive be 

issued by the Board of Selectmen to require vaccination for all Town employees. A discussion 

ensued concerning the definition of Town employees that determined that all elected or 

appointed positions are deemed employees and would be included in the vaccination policy. 

Further discussion raised several issues of whether the Town can mandate or just recommend 

universal vaccination. In some cases, mandated policies have included the option if not 

vaccinated to follow certain rules (i.e. masking, continuous testing, etc.) Roger stated his 

objection to mandating a personal health care issue but added his strong conviction that 

everyone should get vaccinated. Neal would be interested to see who would be impacted by 

the requirement for vaccination and noted that the school employees must be excepted as they 

are under a different jurisdiction. Danielle will reach out to neighboring towns for their input 

and will work with the Richmond Board of Health in her attempt to draft a vaccination policy. 

She will put that discussion on the next agenda.    

Public Comment: Holly Stover asked what has been done to clean out the detention basin at  

the Boys Club. She was advised that the issue is on the agenda for the Conservation 

Commission meeting scheduled for September 21, 2021. 

Holly then raised the issue of the use of the Beach Access Road by 85 Oak Road for their 

mailbox, driveway and parking. She wanted a letter sent to the property owner advising them 

of their violation. Neal responded that, given that the situation has obtained for some 20 years 

and with the extraordinary volume of immediate priority issues facing the Town at this time, 

the issue of the use of the access road is just not a priority now. 

Roger noted that he has been doing research on violations through deeds for properties along 

the Railroad tracks. A discussion ensued concerning related issues of proper and improper use 

of the access road and where that information may be found. Harley Keisch said that he has 

researched all the deeds along the length of Beach Road and would be very happy to share that 

information with Roger to aid in his determination of the facts. Neal thanked Harley and Roger 

for volunteering to relieve the burden of that work from the Town Administrator at this very 

busy time. 

Ron Veillette asked if anyone could help the surveyors determine the location of boundary 

markers. Roger, Tom Grizey and Al will talk to the surveyors with Harley and offer their 

knowledge. 

Sewer Matters: There were no issues pending 

Selectmen’s Matters: Al asked about the property at 0 East Road as he has been approached by 

someone interested in it. He was advised that the property will have to be put up for auction. 



Neal raised an important issue concerning the vulnerability of Zoom meetings that was 

demonstrated by the item in The Berkshire Eagle that reported on a “ZOOM Bomb” by three 

individuals at last night’s West Stockbridge Zoom Meeting. That news article discussed a 

different form of communication – a webinar – that might be less vulnerable to that kind of 

attack, particularly as the COVID situation seems to continue to get worse and the Board may 

have to revert to all-Zoom meetings. The Town needs to look into possibly using a different 

form of communication for its meetings. In the meantime, Danielle can advise attendees at the 

Zoom meetings that the possibility of attack exists and that the response to that will be the 

immediate cessation of the Zoom access.  

Dick Stover asked to make a statement that the Land Trust has, regretfully, felt compelled to 

cancel the Pie Social on Saturday due to the increasing threat of the COVID virus. 

There being no further business before the Board, Alan moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

He was seconded by Neal and the motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM 

 

Signed: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair        

 

     


